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I came across this story online the other day, and it moved my heart. As we
begIn the new year, I wanted to share it with all of you as a reminder of the incredible
gift God has given us to bring love and peace into the world. May the love of God flow
through you, and may you see it reflected in the lives of those you meet.
Peace,
Pastor Levi
I arrived at the address and honked the horn. After waiting a few minutes, I honked again.
Since this was going to be my last ride of my shift I thought about just driving away, but instead
I put the car in park and walked up to the door and knocked,” Just a minute” answered a frail,
elderly voice. I could hear something being dragged across the floor. After a long pause, the
door opened a small woman in her 90’s stood before me. She was wearing a print dress and a
pillbox hat with a veil pinned on it, like somebody out of a 1940’s movie. By her side was a
small nylon suitcase. The apartment looked as if no one had lived in it for years. All the
furniture was covered with sheets. There were no clocks on the walls, no knickknacks or
utensils on the counters. In the corner was cardboard box filled with photos and glassware.
“Would you carry my bag out to the car?” she said. I took the suitcase to the cab, then returned
to assist the woman. She took my arm and we walked slowly toward the curb. She kept
thanking me for my kindness. “It’s nothing”, I told her, “I just try to treat my passengers the way
I would want my mother to be treated.” “Oh, you’re such a good boy”, she said. When we got in
the cab, she gave an address and then asked, “Could you drive through downtown?” “It’s not
the shortest way”, I answered quickly. “Oh, I don’t mind”, she said. “I’m in no hurry. I’m on my
way to hospice.” I looked in the rear-view mirror. Her eyes were glistening. “I don’t have any
family left”, she continued in a soft voice, “The doctor says I don’t have very long”. I quietly
reached over and shut off the meter. “What route would you like me to take?” I asked.
For the next two hours, we drove through the city. She showed me the building where she had
once worked as an elevator operator. We drove through the neighborhood where she and her
husband had lived when they were newlyweds. She had me pull up in front of a furniture
warehouse that had once been a ballroom where she had gone dancing as a girl. Sometimes
she’d ask me to slow in front of a particular building or corner and would sit staring into the
darkness, saying nothing. As the first hint of sun was creasing the horizon, she suddenly said,
“I’m tired. Let’s go now”. We drove in silence to the address she had given me. It was a low
building, with a driveway that passed under a portico. Two orderlies came out to the cab as
soon as we pulled up. They must have been expecting her. I opened the trunk and took the
small suitcase to the door. The woman was already seated in a wheelchair.
“How much do I owe you?” She asked, reaching into her purse. “Nothing.” I said. “You have to
make a living.” She answered. “There are other passengers.” I responded. Almost without
thinking, I bent and gave her a hug. She held onto me tightly. “You gave an old woman a little
moment of joy, thank you.” She said. I squeezed her hand and then walked into the dim
morning light. I didn’t pick up any more passengers that shift. I drove aimlessly lost in thought.
For the rest of that day, I could hardly talk. What if that woman had gotten an angry driver, or
one who was impatient to end his shift? What if I had refused to take the run, or had honked
once, then driven away?
On a quick review, I don’t think that I have done anything more important in my life. We’re
conditioned to think that lives revolve around great moments. But great moments often catch
us unaware, beautifully wrapped in what others may consider a small one.

Dates to
Remember…
1/1/19 - OFFICE
CLOSED
1/14/18 - Annual
Reports Due in office
1/20/19 - Sonshine
Worship
1/20/19 - No Sunday
School
1/20/19 - 2019
Memorial Service –
sponsored by
Houseman Funeral
Home & CAMA - at
Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church at
2:00p.m.
1/23/19 - Visitor
Articles Due
1/27/19 - Annual
Meeting following
worship
Potluck Dinner to
follow meeting.
(Districts 2,3,4,5Hotdish; Districts
7&8 – Salads &
Breads and Districts
1&6 Desserts)
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For November 30th - December 27th
Gifts/Offerings received: $21,756.30
Distributions: $23,247.02
GIVE+Online……
We invite you to consider our new electronic
giving program as a way to automate your
regular weekly offerings. Electronic giving is
convenient for you and provides much-needed
consistency for our church. There is no cost for
you to participate.
To get started you will need to sign up in the link
on the front page of our website (oslcanby.org)
or you may call the office 223-5528 for
assistance.

Daybreak Bible Study for Men
Wednesday, January 30th
7:00 a.m. at the Midway Cafe

Women’s Circle Meeting Date & Time
Elizabeth/Naomi Circle
Tuesday, January 8th
2:00pm – Fireside Room
Gather Bible Study – Sylvan Court
Tuesday, January 22nd
10:00 a.m.
JANUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Driver Information - If you
need a ride to church for Sunday
morning services,
please call the church office at 223-5528 by Friday
noon prior to the Sunday for making arrangements.

Communion Services

Altar Assistants:
Lori Husby & Juli Wornson

Tuesday, 1/8
10:30 a.m. Holy
Communion at
Sylvan Court Chapel
12:45 p.m. Holy
Communion at
Sylvan Place
3:30 p.m. Holy Communion at
Twinwood A and Twinwood B
Wednesday, 1/9
1:30 p.m. Worship/Holy Communion in
Our Saviour’s Chapel

Ushers
Gary Fokken, Captain
223-5178
Gordon Palm Donn Peterson

6th:
13th:
20th:
27th:

Dawn Ourada
Youth
Sonshine
Bruce Wornson

Eric Hanson
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Eternal Lights for the month of
January
For January the Eternal Lights burn in the
Sanctuary and Chapel to the glory and honor of our
Savior, Jesus Christ, who alone is worthy to be
praised.

Mission Work
Our Saviour’s mission church is Iglesia Lutherana Paz y
Esperanza [Peace and Hope Lutheran Church]. Our
Mission Calendar will go ½ toward our new mission
church and ½ to our missionary.
The Mission Calendar is $10 per day and you may
designate it for birthdays, anniversaries, or any special
day you may have.

5th:

December Mission Calendar

In loving memory of Harold Harding. Given by
Curt & Marilyn Rangaard.
5th:
Happy Birthday to Ione Thorson. Given by
Carol Kopperud
th
18 : In loving memory of Amy Beutler, who passed
away 2 years ago today. Given by Bev, Barb &
Brian.
26th: In honor of Si & Rose Olson’s 64th Wedding
Anniversary today.

Our Saviour’s Lutheran offers a mission opportunity
for individuals and families to partner in spreading the
Gospel through financial support of our radio and TV
broadcasts. Broadcasts may be given in honor or
memory of loved ones with their names being published
in our weekly bulletin and our monthly newsletter. One
TV broadcast costs $50 and one radio broadcast costs
$100.
December TV Broadcasts
In memory of Avis Harding. Given by her
family.
rd
23 : In memory of Lloyd Kopperud. Given by his
children Rolf, Kevin & Jane & family.
30th: In honor of Carol Kopperud. Given by her
children Rolf, Kevin & Jane & family.
2nd:

New Members in December:
Welcome Loni (Dubbeldee) Eilers!!
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**A list of categories where you can designate your
money when giving Memorials to Our Saviour's
Lutheran include:
Altar Fund
Blanket Fund
Broadcast Fund
Building Fund
Campership Fund
Cemetery Fund
Cornerstone Fund
Eternal Lights
Foundation
Lutheran Educational Aid Fund (L.E.A.F.)
Mission Action
Mission Calendar
Music Memorial Fund
Organ Restoration Fund
Sunday School
TEAF
Video Streaming Fund
Women’s Retreat Fund
WELCA Projects Fund
Youth
Or you may give it as:
Undesignated
Broadcast
Marie Ferguson
Lloyd Kopperud
Honor of Carol Kopperud
Campership
Marie Ferguson
Cornerstone
Marie Ferguson
Myron Moravetz
TEAF
Vivian Oakes
Video Streaming
Martin & Mable Schultz
Floyd Haugen
INTERNAL CHURCH STAFF:
Pastor:
Levi Bollerud
President of Congregation:
Bruce Wornson
Vice President:
Dee Benson
Congregational Secretary:
Karen Hacker
Congregational Treasurer:
Brenda Lothert
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Organist/Handbell Director:
Karen Olsen
Choir Director:
Dawn Ourada
Custodian:
Jesse Engesmoe
Office Manager:
Cheryl Norquist
Youth Coordinator:
Amber Groen

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS
BOARD OF DEACONS
Karen Hacker*
Lori Husby*
Dan Kraft*
Eric Hanson
Janice Zimmerman

2015
2015
2016
2018
2018

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Sabrina Stockman
2017
Collin Bueltel
2018
Kristen Fairchild
2018
Jon Hanson
2018
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Bev Larsen*
Curt Olsen*
Rick Olsen*
Mark Fokken
Carol Gorder
YOUTH BOARD
Cheryl Norquist*
Alex Whittier
Matthew Groen*
Cameron Anderson
Beth Beiningen
Rondine Shaffer

2015
2015
2015
2018
2018

2016
2017
2017
2018
2018
2018
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Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Council-at-Large Minutes of the
December 12, 2018 Meeting
These are the minutes of the Council at Large for Dec.
12, 2018. Pastor Levi opened with devotion based on
Luke 2. “Mary pondered these words in her heart...” The
words created a mystery in her mind and heart. God
does not always come to us when we are in a state of
serenity. Leaders are the least anxious and calm through
chaos because of their vision. Pastor Levi led the council
in prayer to encounter the Lord’s grace and peace.
The minutes of the Nov. 14, 2018, meeting were read
and approved.
A motion was made and seconded to approve a
transfer in of membership for Loni (Dubbeldee) Eilers.
Motion carried.
A motion was made and seconded to recommend the
the Cemetery Bylaws for approval at the Annual
Meeting on Jan. 27., 2019.
Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted, Karen Hacker
BOARD OF DEACONS:
Board of Deacons Minutes December 12, 2018.
Members present: Janice Zimmerman, Eric Hanson, Lori
Husby, Karen Hacker
Absent: Dan Kraft
The minutes of the Nov. meeting were read. The
batteries were place in the candles for Christmas Eve
service. Communion servers were assigned for Dec. 24,
and communion runners were assigned for Jan. 6 and
Jan. 27.
Respectfully submitted, Karen Hacker
BOARD OF TRUSTEES:
Board of Trustees Minutes December 12, 2018.
Present: Rick Olsen, Bev Larsen, Mark Fokken, Carol
Gorder, Bruce Wornson, Pastor Bollerud, Curt Olsen
Chair Bev Larsen called the meeting to order at 7:44pm.
I. Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the
November 14th meeting were read. Motion made
and seconded to approve the minutes. Motion
carried.

www.oslcanby.org
II. Review and Pay Bills: Outstanding bills were
reviewed and discussed. Motion made and
seconded to pay the outstanding bills from
November 15th to December 12th. Motion carried.
III. Reports from Committees for January
Meeting: Bev reminded the board that a recent
audit recommended that the different committees
of the congregation submit reports for the annual
meeting so that all members are informed on the
church finances. This will include the cornerstone,
LEAF, Cemetery, etc.
IV. Air Conditioner/Heat Pump Units: Menno Fokken
noticed recently that there is a significant amount of
ice building up outside of the larger of the two heat
pumps. This shouldn’t be happening. Pastor Levi
will ask Mark Whittier to look into it and check with
Vick’s if needed.
V. Spending Limit: Rick Olsen reminded the board
that the spending limit increase that was
recommended last year didn’t get presented at the
annual meeting. This needs to get done this year.
Motion made and seconded to recommend to the
Council-at-Large that we set the spending limit for
any single expenditure to $10,000. Any item over
this amount would need for congregational
approval. Motion Carried.
VI. Small City Development Grant: The board heard an
update about the small city development grant that
had been discussed at a previous meeting. It is
money that is granted for upkeep on existing
buildings, dwellings, etc. There was some question
about whether a church would qualify for this
program. Bev Larson inquired with the city and they
suggested that we submit a request. The worst that
can happen is we get turned down. Bev submitted
an application and suggested that things like roof
repair, bell tower work and tuckpointing are things
for which we could use the money if it’s granted.
VII. 2019 Budget: For the remainder of the meeting,
the board continued the preparation of the 2019
proposed budget that was begun at the November
meeting.
Motion made and seconded to adjourn. Motion
carried. The board adjourned at 9:42pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Mark A. Fokken
Secretary, OSL Board of Trustees
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YOUTH BOARD
Youth Board Minutes for December 12, 2018 meeting.
Members Present: Amber Groen, Beth Beiningen
Membera Absent: Rondine Shaffer, Cheryl Norquist,
Alex Whittier, Matt Groen, Cameron Anderson
Read and approved minutes from the November 14th
meeting.
Movie – There were 11 youth that attended the new
“Grinch” movie.
Monthly Breakfasts – At this time the rest of the
breakfasts are going to be cancelled due to difficulty
scheduling help.
Candy Fundraiser – It was decided to keep this
fundraiser and do something with it for the next
National Youth Gathering fundraisers.
Easter Breakfast – The 9th graders will be serving the
Easter Sunday morning Breakfast.
No further items to discuss. Meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Beth Beiningen
BOARD OF EDUCATION:
Board of Education minutes from December 12 2018.
Members Present: Jon Hanson, Kristen Fairchild &
Collin Bueltel
Member Absent: Sabrina Stockman
-Read and approved minutes
Prepped and set up for the Sunday School Christmas
Program on Sunday, December 16th.
Respectfully submitted, Collin Bueltel

All Thrivent benefit members can receive up
to two $250 grants per year that can be used
as seed money to purchase project supplies
and create promotional materials to support an
activity that meets a need in our community or
church, a mission project, service activity, or
educational event.
If interested, please contact the church
office at 507.223.5528 for additional
information.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Christ in Our Home, the quarterly daily devotional
provided for the congregation by the congregation
is on the bookshelf in front of office? Each week
the day’s devotions are based on the scriptures
used in that Sunday service – Gospel and readings.
The new one for January, February & March is
ready to be picked up.

Happy Birthday to
all those born in
January:
1st:
Jaime Hanson
Erin Hewer
2nd:
Thomas Jacobson
Kendra Vanderostyne
3rd:
Jadyn Schmitt
4th:
Paige Heidecker
Wanda Hemish
5th:
Blake Robbin
6th:
Cynthia Hiedeman
Teresa Menk
Larry Stoks
7th:
Karen Kockelman
Natalie Morris
8th:
Beth Beiningen
Rick Bueltel
Brett Stoks
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9th:
Matthew Bliss
11th:
Kendra Hoffman
Cole Regnier
12th:
Parker Anhalt
Karin Livermore
Nathan Oellien
Brian Svoboda
13th:
Tiffini Stockman
Makayla VanDerostyne
14th:
Bruce Wornson
15th:
Jocelynn Lacek
Richard Mortenson
16th
Gail Eilers
Brooklyn Frensko
Sheila Hegg
Miriam Kaczmarek
Bruce Madsen
Marcie Wolff
17th:
Jackie Mortenson
Curt Olsen
Silas Olson
18th:
Myron Anhalt
Jane Ellison
Peyton Svoboda
Maeley Wollum
20th:
Nina Benz

www.oslcanby.org
21st:
Gary VanDerostyne
Gerald VanDerostyne
22nd:
Trevor Menk
Natalie Stoks
23rd:
Brynlee Jeppeson
Lucille Stoks
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Thank You’s….…
Look at all the amazing things that God has done
this past month at Our Saviour’s: Sonshine
Worship, Bible Studies, Sunday School Christmas
Program, Christmas Eve Worship and Confirmation
classes, communion services and many other
unnamed and unknown ministries. It takes many
hearts and hands to do God’s work. We are
grateful!

24th:
Ben Whittier
25th:
Matthew Groen
Piper Antony

29th:
Tyler Baer
Brooke Nelson
30th:
Trish Hoffman

All the holiday festivities
are now over. Families
have gone back to their homes
Plans are possibly made for the next get
together.
We all look forward to what the new year will
bring. For my new year’s resolution, I plan to
make time for family and not sweat the small
stuff. Instead of thinking of the negatives, I
want to concentrate on my blessings.
I hope that all of you had a wonderful
Christmas. May the new year bring you many
blessings and may you make wonderful
memories with your family and friends.
Have a blessed new year!
Amber Groen
Youth Coordinator

31st:
Gavin Benz
Donald Beutler
Kerri DeVos
Janet Full
Marion Oellien
Richard Rogers
Harvey Wollum

2019 Offering Envelopes are on
the table in the Chapel. If you
can’t find yours please see
Cheryl in the Office.

26th:
Kaylin Anderson
Levi Bollerud
28th:
Tucker Coil
Madisen Krug
Joshua Long
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Services are now being streamed over
YouTube
If you can’t make it to church on Sunday mornings,
now you can join us for worship online! For the
past couple of months, we have been streaming our
regular Sunday morning services on our own
YouTube channel. You can access the live stream
by going to our website (www.oslcanby.org) and
clicking on the blue live stream button on the
homepage. You can access archived services by
visiting our YouTube channel which you can find
when you are on the livestream by clicking on the
Luther seal. There’s also a link to our YouTube
channel on our website. We encourage everyone to
subscribe to the channel and then you’ll receive
notifications whenever we “go live.” If you can’t
join us in person on Sunday morning, please join us
online! This service will be especially helpful for
members of our church family who are snowbirds
during the winter months. Please check it out. If
you’d like to help with this ministry or have
questions, please contact Mark Fokken or the
church office.

NOTICE: Articles for the 2018 Annual
Report are due by Monday, January 14th. It
is important to have these in to the church
office by the deadline. Thank you!
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church will hold its
Annual Meeting of the Congregation on
Sunday, January 27th, following the 9:00
a.m. worship service. Following the
meeting there will be a potluck dinner.
If you don’t know what district you’re in
please call the office.
Here’s what to bring to share…
Districts 2,3,4,5 – Hotdish
Districts 7 & 8 - Salads & Breads
Districts 1 & 6 - Desserts

We ask God’s guidance and prayers for all those who
have special needs: Dean Hansen, Cindy Hiedeman,
Brayden Baker, Debbie Cornell, Ilene Jacobson, Wanda
HeBrank, Rhonda Andree, Roger Shackelton, Judy
Larson, Dane Nordquist, Tucker Coil, Monica Larson
(Sherri Full’s niece), Marvel Haas, Charlene Christie,
Delroy Thompson, Stephanie Kreutner, John Cornell,
Jade Otteson (niece of Spencer & Amanda Otteson),
LaVonne Winters, Cameron Stockmann, Evelyn Husby,
Marcie Wolff, Bertha Johnson, Jerry Thomsen, Karen
Schultz, Joyce Brouwer, Mary Adler, Don Kirkeide,
Robert Kokesh, Glenn & Fern Emmons and
granddaughter Gabrielle, Dean Behnke, Connie
Severson, Demitrius Bridges, Bill & Fran Beecher,
Patricia Hoffman, Bruce Garrels, Karin Livermore,
Deanna Stephenson, Clarie Ouverson, Dean Hedge,
Sandra Nelson, Kristina Paiakham, Sherry Olson, Linda
Vlaminck, Noah Hanson, and all whom we name before
you in our hearts. May God strengthen all who are in
need.

We continue to pray for the Leaders of the
Nations, for all the Peacekeeping forces and
especially for the service men and women
connected with OSL, both those who remain
deployed and those who now feel the safety of
home: Cody Dinius, Andrew Thompson, Ross
Larson, Nicole Nelson (granddaughter of Larry &
Joanne Nelson), Ethan Webster, Tony Geier, Ryan
Stoks, Nicholas Schultz, Tony Nelson, Kirk Larson,
Ryan Otto, Tyson Coil, Christopher Oellien,
Stephanie Geier and Sue
Behrens. May God continue
to strengthen these
committed military
personnel and their families.
If anyone has been omitted or
you would like to add a name,
please contact the church office. We ask God to
surround them and their loved ones with His love
and presence.
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WELCA NEWS AND NOTES
Today I Will



WELCA News and Notes on break for
January…..back in February….any info
will be in the bulletins.








Compliment three people
Make a small improvement in some
way
Give thanks for my daily bread
Leave someone a little better than
I found them
Know that the place to be happy is
here, and that the time to be happy
is now
Find something different to do
Give my best time talking to God

